THE   BARBARIANS
It was the middle-class Peel who revived the Conservative party on middle-class lines, after the debacle of 1832, it was under his auspices that the tremendous gamble of a Free Trade policy was embarked upon, it was the middle-class Cobden and Bright who made that policy inevitable, it was the middle-class Gladstone who carried it to completion The Tory party, overwhelmed by this second disaster, and bereft of ideas and leadership, was forced, in the teeth of its inclinations, to go for both to a middle-class Jew And when Queen Victoria's "two dreadful old men " at last dropped out of the Whig leadership, the party became Liberal under the auspices of Gladstone, with the middle-class Garden, Forster, and Lowe, as his ablest lieutenants And henceforth, till death intervened, Gladstone and Disraeli towered high above the throng of lesser politicians
How easy it would have been for any competent aristocrat to have come to the front is shown by the position and influence subsequently attained by the Duke of Devonshire, whose bovine mental lethargy was reinforced by an impressive honesty, and an even more impressive beard
If the record of the upper class in its chosen field of statesmanship is disappointingly meagre, in other fields of creative activity it has even less to show Surtees, Swinburne, and Bulwer Lytton, for what he is worth, may be claimed as authentic scions of the English upper class, Lyell was of an old Scottish fan-idly, and Thackeray of Indian civilian stock There was a scattered glimmering of minor lights, such as Lord de Tabley, Lord Houghton, Roden Noel, and that rather prosaic historian, Lord Stanhope This is not much to show for the class that had produced Byron, Shelley, Scott, Chesterfield, Gibbon, Horace Wal0ole, Cavendish, and " Citizen" Stanhope It d not be an exaggeration to describe the condition
250